
Our vision for communities  
of the future

Fueling  
Communities  
Forward
Nicor Gas provides the foundation for communities of the future, with the infrastructure and strategies to 

empower communities and businesses to thrive and grow. 

We believe that safe, reliable, affordable, and increasingly clean energy is the foundation for improving lives of 

people and the communities we serve, driving economic equity and enabling progress for a better future. 

Connected – with smart 
technologies to operate affordably, 
efficiently and with ease

Resilient – providing continuous 
and reliable energy and supporting 
renewables  

Affordable – Infrastructure that 
delivers energy more affordably  
than electricity

Equitable – ensuring that clean, 
safe, reliable and affordable energy is 
accessible to all communities  

Net Zero methane by 2030

Nicor Gas has set an ambitious target to 
achieve net zero methane emissions 
from our operations by 2030 and is 
supporting our parent company Southern 
Company in meeting its goal of net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 

In addition, our approach to 
decarbonization includes infrastructure 
modernization, future fuels like 
renewable natural gas and hydrogen, 
and energy efficiency.

How Nicor Gas can support 
community sustainability goals

► Community-focused energy efficiency 

► Renewable natural gas 

► Innovation/emerging technology pilots

► Innovation in carbon-capture 
technologies for public facilities and 
commercial and industrial customers

► Resilience strategies for connected 
communities and municipal electrics 

► Potential demonstrations or pilots for 
hydrogen research and development 



The energy we deliver is foundational for  
Illinois communities. 

Natural gas delivered by Nicor Gas provides 75% of the gas and electricity energy 
needs of our customers in northern Illinois. In fact, Nicor Gas delivers more than 
four times more energy in the form of natural gas to residential consumers than 
those customers receive from electricity suppliers.*

Net zero greenhouse gas emissions is possible  
with natural gas. 

Looking to the future, natural gas infrastructure can be used to enable the use of 
more renewables and transport clean, low- and no-carbon fuels such as renewable 
natural gas, while lowering the overall cost of the energy transition and ensuring 
reliability across the energy system. Communities can enjoy the benefits of Nicor 
Gas’ service without compromising reliability, resilience and affordability.  

Natural gas and future fuels enable growth.

From Main Street to the assembly line, natural gas is driving economic growth. 
Natural gas is the No. 1 fuel source used by manufacturers in Illinois. Industries 
that provide hundreds of thousands of jobs in Illinois, including steel, chemical, 
food processing and biofuels depend on natural gas and use it in ways that 
cannot easily be replaced by electricity. Future fuels like renewable natural gas, 
and potentially hydrogen, transported by our distribution system, provide low-
carbon substitutes for natural gas and support continued economic growth. 

Reliability and resilience matter. 

Maintaining natural gas as an end-use fuel offers flexibility, optionality and energy 
security. This is particularly important in frigid areas like Illinois, where during a 
recent polar vortex event, Nicor Gas maintained continuity of service that was 
critical to the safety and comfort of our customers. 

Community choice benefits residents and businesses. 

Policies or ordinances that limit customer energy choice for new or existing construction could potentially force customers to use 
higher cost energy. Nicor Gas’ natural gas infrastructure is a highly reliable and resilient system that currently provides energy at a 
cost roughly one-quarter that of electricity.
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Fueling the foundation for  
thriving communities 
Nicor Gas’ infrastructure delivers the energy that empowers communities to 
grow and thrive. Here’s how natural gas and future fuels like renewable gas are a 
foundational part of thriving communities: 

*According to data from the Energy Information Administration and the Illinois Commerce Commission


